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Choro-topographic map of the Netherlands 1:115.200 1804-22



Directory for the 
Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 
(incl. Belgium), 
mainly based on 
Krayenhoff’s
map,1826
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A.J. van der Aa -
Geographical 
dictionary of the 
Netherlands 
1839-1854
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Royal Academy of 
Arts and Sciences 
– List of placena-
mes in the Nether-
lands  1864
(Lijst van 
Nederlandsche
plaatsnamen)
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Gazetteer of 
geographical names in 
the Netherlands, com-
piled in 1884 by the 
Royal Netherlands 
Geographical Society



Spelling reforms in the 
Netherlands

 1804 Siegenbeek:

 1864/1883 De Vries & Te Winkel

 1934/1947 Marchant: no oo, aa, ee 

in open syllables but o, a, e; no –

sch but s
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Lijst der 
aardrijkskundige namen 
van Nederland
 illustration
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494 pp, 40 000 entries
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Government try-out
Ministry of the 
Interior sent each 
province a list of 
possible place 
name changes 1949
But: the provincial admini-

stration of Noord-Brabant

informed the Minister that it

rejected unequivocally all

changes in the geographical

names in the province



Geographical names in the 
Netherlands (Aardrijkskundige
namen in Nederland)

Report , of Netherlands delegation in 

Netherlands-Belgian spelling 

commission for the Dutch 

language, chaired first by Prof Van 

Haeringen, last by Prof. 

Damsteegt, set up in 1961, 

reported 1973

10/17/2018 GEO2-3031 10



17/10/2018
Workshop Veldnamen Meertens 

Instituut
11



17/10/2018
Workshop Veldnamen Meertens 

Instituut
12



17/10/2018
Workshop Veldnamen Meertens 

Instituut
13



10/17/2018 GEO2-3031 14

Topographic

survey

Hydrographic 

survey

Rijkswater-

staat

Municipality names x

Place names x

Regional names x

Polder names x

Names of waterways x

Other hydrogr. items x

Channels and 

shoals

x

Road names x

Farmstead names x
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Object category Institution/body determining 

the names

Municipalities State government (ballot act)

Populated places Municipalities (municipality act)

Regions and fields Municipalities (according to their 

interpretation of municipality law)

Polders Polder boards

Waterways Rijkswaterstaat

Channels and shoals Hydrographic survey

Other hydrographic items Municipalities (according to their 

interpretation of municipality law)

Roads Local, provincial or state 

government

Streets Municipalities

Farmsteads Owners



Fragment 1:50 000 
Brabant 
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Topkaart met deel 
Brabant
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Topkaart met deel 
brabant
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19301860 2000



1860

1930 2000
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The spelling of names should be predictable!

Map of the Netherlands

Hoogezand: Hoogezandse– Hoogezandsche–Hogezandsche-Hogezandse
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Consequences: spelling depends 
on the :

 Fact whether name occurs in official documents 

(laws, acts, charters)

 Time period in which these documents were 

drafted (which spelling was valid at the time)

 Object category the geographical names belong 

to
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Case study: Rijkswaterstaat

 until 1947 it kept to a simplified version of the De 

Vries en Te Winkel spelling (double ee, oo, and 

sch, like Sneeker Meer, Bossche Sloot), taking 

account of etymology

 1947-1957 derived names in the new Marchant 

spelling (single e, o and s, like Sneker Meer, 

Bosse Sloot), but place names in old spelling (‘s-

Hertogenbosch, Zutphen)

 1957-1967: both place names and derived names 

in Marchant spelling (Zutfen)

 After 1967: reverted to old Siegenbeek spelling
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New opportunities with the new 
Core file 1:10 000 Act (2008)

 it assigns the task of collecting and 

processing geographical names

 This could bring an opportunity to 

set up a national names bureau
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Krayen-hoff’s
map 1822
1:115.200

Gosselin’s
geographical
directory

1826

Van de Aa’s
geographical
dictionary

1839-1851

KNAW guide 1864 KNAG list
1884

KNAG list 1936 Topomap 1941 Commission
Damsteegt 1973

Topomap 2008

Ackoij Ackooij Akkooi Akkooi Akkooi Akkooi Akkooi Akkooi Acquoy

Aersen Arcen Arcen Arcen Arcen Arsen Arcen Arsen Arcen

Alphen Alphen Alphen Alfen Alfen Alfen Alphen Alfen Alphen

Appelsche Appelsche Appelsche Appelscha Appelsga Appelsga Appelsga Appelsga Appelscha

Bathmen Bathmen Bathmen Batmen Batmen Batmen Bathmen Batmen Bathmen

Boxtel Boxtel Boxtel Bokstel Boxtel Bokstel Boxtel Bokstel Boxtel

Ede Ede Ede Eede Ede Ede Ede Ede Ede

Gorinchem/
Gorcum

Gorinchem 
of Gorcum

Gorinchem Gorinchem Gorinchem Gorkum Gorinchem Gorkum Gorinchem

Haren Haaren Haaren Haren Haren Haren Haren Haren Haaren

- Heiningen Heijningen - Heiningen Heiningen Heiningen Heiningen Heijningen

Helvoirt Helvoirt Helvoirt Helvoort Helvoort Helvoort Helvoort Helvoort Helvoirt

Den Bosch ’s Herto-
genbosch

’s Herto-
genbosch

’s Herto-
genbosch

’s Herto-
genbosch

’s-Herto-
genbosch

’s Herto-
genbosch

’s Herto-
genbos

’s Herto-
genbosch

Hooge
Zwaluwe

Hooge-Zwaluwe Hooge-Zwaluwe Hooge-Zwaluwe Hooge-Zwaluwe Hooge-
Zwaluwe

Hooge-Zwaluwe Hogezwaluwe Hooge Zwaluwe

Kuik Kuik Cuyk Kuik Kuik Kuik Cuijk Kuik Cuijk

Lexmond Lexmond/
Leksmond

Leksmond Leksmond Leksmond Leksmond Lexmond Leksmond Lexmond

Liempd Liempde Liempde Liemde Liemde Liemde Liempde Liemde Liempde

Lithoijen Lithoijen Lithoijen Lithooijen Littooien Litooien Lithoijen Litooien Lithoyen

Oirschot Oirschot Oirschot Oorschot Oorschot Oorschot Oirschot Oorschot Oirschot

Osch Oss Oss Osch Os Os Oss Os Oss

Renoij Rhenoij Renooi Renooi Renooi Renooi Renooi Renooi Rhenoy

Rhenen Rhenen Rhenen Reenen Renen Renen Rhenen Renen Rhenen

Rozendaal Rozendaal Roosendaal Rozendaal Rozendaal Rozendaal Roosendaal Rozendaal Roosendaal

Son Son Son Zon Zon Zon Zon27,Son41 Zon Son

Vugt Vugt Vught Vucht Vucht Vucht Vucht Vucht Vught

- Weesper Karspel Weesper-
Carspel

Weesper-karspel Weesper-karspel Weesper-
karspel

Weesper-karspel Weesper-karspel ?

Wichen Wijchen Wijchen Wichen Wichen Wiechen Wijchen Wiechen Wijchen

IJerzeke ? Yerseke Ierseke Ierseke Ierseke Yerseke Ierseke Yerseke

Zevenberg-
sen hoek

Zevenberg-sen 
hoek

Zevenberg-sche
hoek

- Zevenberg-sche 
hoek

Zevenberg-
sche-Hoek

Zevenberg-sche-
Hoek

Zevenberg-senhoek Zevenberg-
schen Hoek

Zierikzee Zierikzee Zierikzee Zieriksee Zieriksee Zieriksee Zierikzee Zieriksee Zierikzee

Zutphen Zutphen Zutphen Zutfen Zutfen Zutfen Zutphen Zutfen Zutphen


